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COVID-19 Variant Update:

e Viruses like SARS-CoV-2 continuously evolve as changes in the genetic code occur during replication of the genome. Over the course of the pandemic, SARS-CoV-
2 has consistently mutated, resulting in different variants from the original virus.

e Lineages or groups of related lineages may be classified using Greek letters (such as Omicron) by the World Health Organization (WHO). These classification
methods enable scientists to communicate similarities and differences between SARS-CoV-2 viruses.

e This report shows data from locally reported variant sequencing results from laboratories serving Imperial County. The purpose of this report is to inform the
community on circulating variants as well as track which variants are most prevalent locally.
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